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Legacy Giving

Ways We Helped

In 2017, St. Michael partnered with the Catholic Community Foundation to pilot a Legacy Giving
Campaign.  For quite a while, parish leadership considered inviting parishioners to remember  
St. Michael in their wills.  As we celebrated our 25th anniversary as a parish, it became apparent
that we needed to establish a legacy giving initiative.  Legacies are important.  As a community of
believers, we want to celebrate our past, live in our present, and plan for our future.  

Linking our past with our future came to full view as we prepared to raze the old house to build
the Lake House.  An old hearth, which sat in front of the fireplace in the house, had a beautiful
pattern made out of hundreds of arrowheads.  We found out later that the former owner of the
house had hand-built the hearth using Native American arrowheads his children collected on the
property. The Knights of Columbus recommended that we preserve the hearth and make it the
centerpiece of the new fireplace in the Social Hall of the Lake House.  That hearth symbolizes our
past, our present, and our future. 

Our Legacy Giving initiative invites parishioners of all ages to be intentional in planning for the
future, when we pass from this life into eternal life.  Sometimes, it is only through a bequest that
we can make any significant gift to charity.  In late 2017, parish leadership decided to start the St.
Michael Endowment Fund.  Its purpose is threefold: 
• to fund deferred maintenance items not able to be covered in the operational budget 
• to assist parishioners with registration fees for parish or diocesan workshops and training 
• to fund a speaker series 

Angela D'Allessandro

To our surprise, the first gift to this Fund was received in
December 2017.  Angela D’Allessandro, who died  in
October of that year, led an active parish life at St. Michael
for many years.  She served on the Parish Council, as an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and several
other ministries.  With her generous heart, she willingly
helped out in many ways.  Angela would say she did not
have much money to give in the collection, so she selflessly
gave of her time and talent.  Little did we know that she
made a generous bequest in her will, donating $31,000 from
her retirement fund to the parish.  We used about half the
proceeds to make the first deposit into the St. Michael
Endowment Fund and the remainder was used for new
parking lot lights.  Her legacy will live on in perpetuity, 
 a reminder of her generous spirit! 
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