
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
312 Tazewell Avenue, Tazewell, VA 24651 

(276) 988-4626 | parishoffice@holyfamilyswva.org | facebook: search Holy Family SWVA

ST. THERESA’S
312 Tazewell Ave.  
Tazewell,VA 24651

ST. ELIZABETH’S 
160 Merrick Lane

Pocahontas, VA 24635

ST. MARY’S 
1122 Farmer Street

Richlands, VA 24641

ST. JOSEPH’S 
1007 Independence Rd.

Grundy, VA 24614

MAY 22, 2022 | SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER



Growing up, we had 
seminarians from the  
major seminaries come 

to our parish during the 
summer holidays (long vaca-
tion) for their yearly apostolic 
work. We, the children in 
the catechism class, normally 
looked forward to having them 
because they came with loads 
of stories and lessons apart 
from their friendly and play-
ful dispositions. The sad part 
would be when they would end 
their apostolic work and leave 
the parish; we always had tears 
to shed, especially for the good 
ones.
I can still recall that when we 
go about in the parish church 
lamenting that the seminar-
ians would be leaving us the 
priests would often calm us 
down by promising us that we 
would have better ones come 
again and they would teach us 
better things and tell us more 

beautiful stories. Those words 
often helped to calm our agi-
tated minds as we hoped for 
fresh teachers and guides in the 
future.
From this opening story, one 
could imagine the amount 
of tension the apostles felt 
when our Lord Jesus Christ 
announced that he would be 
going away from them soon. 
The Gospel of John (16:6-7) 
reports the following response 
from our Lord to their agita-
tion:
“But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled 
your hearts. Nevertheless, I 
tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, the Advo-
cate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you.”

The liturgy of the word this 
Sunday introduces us to the 
person and mission of the Holy 
Spirit. After his earthly mission, 
our Lord Jesus Christ prom-
ises to send another advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, to consolidate 
his work in the community of 
believers and to be with them 
forever ( John 14:16).
The First Reading today tells 
us about the resolution of one 
of the internal conflicts that 
confronted the early Christian 
community. Some people in 
the community were insisting 
that the Mosaic circumcision 
must be a precondition for sal-

vation and that brought a lot of 
misunderstanding in the early 
Church.
Being a delicate issue that 
could potentially cause disaf-
fection and disintegration in 
the community, the apostles 
gathered together and sought 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Afterward, the council declared 
thus:
“It is the decision of the Holy 
Spirit and us not to place on 
you any burden beyond these 
necessities, namely, to abstain 
from meat sacrificed to idols, 
from blood, from the meat 
of strangled animals, from 
unlawful marriage. If you 
keep free of these, you will be 
doing what is right. Farwell.”   

From the above statement, 
we understand that the early 
Church was dependent on the 
Holy Spirit to make decisions. 
This point supports the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the Gospel today when he says 
that the Holy Spirit will teach 
you everything and remind you 
of what I have told you ( John 
14:26).
At this point, the disciples may 
have forgotten that our Lord 
Jesus Christ broke the barriers 
separating the Jews and the 
Gentiles, the righteous, and the 
sinful. They may have forgotten 
that he converted a Samari-
tan woman by the well ( John 
4:7 ff ). They may have forgot-
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ten that he brought salvation to the 
sinful tax collector, Zacchaeus (Luke 
19:2-10). They could not remember 
that he cured the daughter of the 
Syrophoenician woman (Mark 7:25-
30); surely, they needed the Holy 
Spirit to teach and remind them of 
all these.

Moving Forward: Giving Attention 
to Our Teacher and Guide
A good teacher with inattentive stu-
dents would be running a chaotic 
class. Good students, on the other 
hand, display commendable traits 
which include the ability to pay 
attention to the teacher, understand-
ing, and proper application of learn-
ing, which leads to success.
For us Christians, the Holy Spirit 
remains our ideal teacher and guide. 
The Christian life is impracticable 
and impossible without the Holy 
Spirit. Without Him, in our plans 
and aspirations, we make mistakes 
and fall short of our expectations. 
Imagine if the early Church had to 
decide on the admission of the uncir-
cumcised in the community by them-
selves without the superlative direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit.

In our world today, we can see the 
obtrusion of teachers in various 
forms and shapes. We have some 
people who claim to know more than 
God Himself and lead gullible minds 
away. Some time ago, a preacher 
claimed to have a telephone number 
to heaven and placed a call as the 
service was going and making the 
helpless congregation to believe that 
he was talking to God. Today, most 
people pay more attention to elec-
tronic teachers like their television, 
telephones, and internet than they 
would to the Holy Spirit. It is now 
more about what is in the news than 
what is in God’s Word.
Our life on earth would become 
more worthwhile and spiritually 
effectual if we relied on the direction 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is within us but mostly 
undiscovered and unserved. As we 
march towards the celebration of the 
great descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
let us start refocusing our minds on 
the importance and necessity of the 
Holy Spirit as our teacher and guide.
God bless you and have a glorious 
Sunday and a wonderful week ahead.



Eucharistic Silence
By Christina M. Sorrentino, Word on Fire
The chapel is tucked away in the silent cor-
ner of the high school, where the sound of 
footsteps disappears right beyond the en-
tranceway through the wooden doors. On 
a Friday afternoon after several class pe-
riods of teaching, with my bag slung over 
my shoulder, I make my way inside, the 
noise of the world fading away as I gently 
walk—almost tiptoe—toward the holy wa-
ter font and make the sign of the cross. As 
I move forward toward the center aisle and 
double genuflect, I look up toward the altar, 
where I gaze upon the Beloved before my 
very eyes. In the golden monstrance, which 
looks like a radiant sun, there, adorned in 
glory, Christ is hidden in the Sacred Host. 
There is the soft sound of Gregorian chant 
as I slide into the pew and kneel reverently 
before the Lord. In those moments, I at-
tempt to adjust to the quiet, trying to silence 
my inner thoughts and create a stillness in 
my mind. There before me is my God, the 
King of Kings, who is seated at the right 
hand of the Father in heaven. I know Jesus 
is really present in the Eucharist, and yet it 
is incredibly difficult to pause my scattered 
thoughts, which are like Instagram reels 
swiping left and right in my mind. I see 
snippets one after the other of my students, 
grades, lessons, report cards, and final ex-
ams. Then, scenes from a former part of my 
life when I was in the convent flash to and 
fro in my mind, and finally, there resounds 
in my head the question on never-ending 
repeat, “What is God’s will for me in my 
life now?”
But fortunately, it does not take long be-
fore, all at once, the reign of silence echoes 
in my heart, and the whirlwind within my 
mind dissipates into the peaceful bliss of 

the sacred place. As my eyes fixate upon 
the tiny white Host, I am reminded once 
again of Who is present. I am surrounded 
by classrooms of teachers clicking away at 
their PowerPoint slides as they teach their 
subject content, and students tapping away 
at their iPads with Apple Pencil in hand, 
yet within the little chapel the stillness has 
taken hold and the noise of the world has 
been absorbed by the solemn silence. Christ 
is the only one that matters; He is my ev-
erything, the Alpha and Omega. 
It is in the quiet that I can feel the loving 
embrace of Christ within the calmness. 
Little by little, the fleeting thoughts leave 
me for a while, and I am in peace alone 
with the Bridegroom. I can truly lay my 
burden down and rest in him, even if it is 
only for a short time. I lend my ear to him 
and place my head upon Christ’s breast to 
hear the divine heartbeat, and relish in the 
moments where it is he and I alone in the 
hushed silence. The hustle and bustle con-
tinues to swirl around the sacred realm, but 
when I am with him, time appears to stop; 
the wonder and awe of the divine presence 
overwhelms me.
After a while of soaking in the Eucharistic 
silence, I know, by the sound of the hands 
on the ticking clock, that the time has come 
to depart the tranquility and make my way 
down from the heavenly mountain and re-
turn to the crowd. I long to forever remain 
with him, enveloped by his dazzling light 
and basking in the rays of the sun, but I 
know the world beckons me, as I am a part 
of it. I push myself up and out of the pew, 
and as my knees hit the chapel floor in gen-
uflection, I cling to the interior stillness as I 
take a last glimpse at the bread from heaven. 
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After I bless myself with holy water and 
glide toward the chapel doors, a smile 
sweeps across my face because his love 
captivates my soul. It is during Adora-
tion of our Eucharistic Lord that silence 
penetrates through all of the noise. There, 
in the midst of the wilderness, his grace 
flows deep down into our souls, and we 
can find a peaceful bliss. When we are in 

the quiet, we are better able to hear and 
listen to God’s gentle whisper speaking 
to us in our hearts. Jesus Christ—Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity—comes to us 
in his sacrament of love, and if we come 
to pray and kneel before him in the Host, 
where he waits upon the altar in the cen-
ter of the golden sunbeam, a Eucharistic 
silence will find us there.

Eucharistic Adoration
FRIDAY, JUNE 3 at 10am AT ST. THERESA’S  

FOLLOWED BY MASS



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Doug Tabor   
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
May Anne Rynne
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Mary Spencer
Jeanne Hash 
Pat Imes

Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary
Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Jeremy Burnside 
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee
Marco Warner  
Chris Lambert
Alyssa Stout

Donations Received as of May 15 (Week 46)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 

St. Elizabeth’s
St. Mary’s 
St. Theresa’s

Total

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $117,998
Goal $106,153
Ahead/Behind Goal +$11,845

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

No offertory was taken at the picnic on May 15.

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

5/21 SATURDAY
4pm St. Joseph parishioners

6pm St. Mary parishioners

5/22 SUNDAY

9am St. Elizabeth parishioners

11:30am  Lena Ferrare U



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
MAY 24: Harman Strong | 28: Matthew French

We were absolutely delighted that five members of the St. Michael Appalachian Twinning Ministry (ATM) were 
able to join us for the picnic! How we’ve missed your visits. Thank you so much for being with us this day.



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


