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I once met a catechist I knew 
years back as a seminarian while 
on apostolic work in a parish. The 

meeting was a very celebrative one as 
we were meeting after many years. 
As I saw the catechist I remembered 
his son who was a committed youth 
in the Church and who was also 
aspiring to become a priest. Quickly 
I asked him about his son and the 
response he gave was shocking to me. 
According to him, after a series of 
unsuccessful attempts to be admitted 
into the seminary, the son decided 
to go ahead to train as a Pentecos-
tal pastor and within the space of six 
months he got his “mantling” (com-
missioning) as a pastor and had since 
opened his own church! I was very 
much overwhelmed considering the 
number of years I spent in the sem-
inary preparing to become a priest 
vis-à-vis the six months that saw him 
through to be a pastor and to own a 
church as well. To this many would 
say that with God all things are pos-
sible!
Looking at the above, I recall the 
words of the letter to the Hebrews 
(5:4) which says that “nobody takes 
this honor upon himself; each person 
is called to it by God as Aaron was 
called.” From all indications there 
are two classes of people who are 
involved in the work of God as min-
isters (with their respective motives): 
those who are called and chosen by 
God and those who called and chose 
themselves to work for God. These are 

reflected in the first reading (1 Kings 
19:16b; 19-21) and the gospel read-
ing (Luke 9:57-62). The first read-
ing tells us about the call of Elisha 
which God orchestrated through 
the prophet Elijah, while the gospel 
reading relates to us an instance of 
self-call and two instances of divine 
call and the corresponding responses. 
In the second reading St. Paul’s letter 
to the Galatians tells us that the 
divine call leads to freedom and is 
directed towards service to others. In 
effect we are here presented with the 
theme of radical divine call which 
requires radical human response on 
the platform of service to God and 
humanity.           
My Scout master is one of those per-
sons I still remember as having influ-
ence on my upbringing as a child. I 
can’t even remember his name or 
indeed any material description 
about him; however the ideas and 
principles he taught are very fresh in 
my memory (This tells me that life is 
more meaningful with the values you 
are able to communicate to those you 
encounter on the corridors of life). 
It was from my Scout master that I 
learnt the acronym “OBC” which 
means “Obey Before Complaining.” 
He also laid emphasis on the Scout 
motto which says “Be prepared.” 
According to Robert Baden-Powell 
the founder of the association “Be 
Prepared” means “being always in a 
state of readiness in body and soul to 
do your duty.”

The story of the call of Elisha to 
become a prophet is interesting to me 
as it reminds me of the Scout motto 
and discipline; it could further make 
an interesting theme for a movie 
screenplay. The conscientious farmer 
was going about his duty with twelve 
yoke of oxen when Elijah appeared 
and without saying anything threw 
a mantle or cloak upon him and left 
immediately. Elisha seemed to have 
known what the placing of a mantle 
upon him meant so he left and went 
after Elijah, but with a request. He 
begged Elijah that he should allow 
him to go and say goodbye to his 
parents. Elijah’s response was neither 
positive nor negative. From his reac-
tion Elisha understood that going to 
say goodbye to his folks was unnec-
essary given the urgency of the call. 
He went further to do something 
that has a great significance; killing 
all the oxen, making food from them 
and sharing some out to the people 
and going after Elijah.
In the gospel reading, on the other 
hand, we see our Lord Jesus Christ 
encountering a number of persons 
with regard to the call to follow him. 
In the gospel periscope we are told 
that as Jesus was moving with his 
disciples someone (unnamed) offered 
to follow him wherever he went. Our 
Lord did not say yes or no but went 
ahead to say foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests but the son 
of man has nowhere to lay his head.

Radical Call vs. Radical Response
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It is important for us to pause and 
ponder on the above response which 
seems to be an answer that is deeper 
than the question. Our Lord knew 
why the man wanted to follow him; 
he was in fact looking for material 
comfort. He imagined that Jesus 
Christ could have been a great man 
and that in fact his habitation must be 
a very great one; maybe a huge palace 
with many cozy rooms and atten-
dants at one’s beck and call. The man 
saw the following of Jesus Christ as 
a way of attaining material comfort, 
but he got it wrong. Notably, when 
our Lord gave him the response he 
did not say anything, which confirms 
the fact that he was not intending to 
follow Jesus Christ with the inten-
tion to serve but to be served.
To another person (also unnamed) 
Jesus Christ said “follow me!” He 
agreed but wanted to go first and 
bury his father and to this Jesus 
Christ our Lord said to him, “let 
the dead bury their dead.” Looking 
at this closely we discover that the 
individual involved here was called, 
unlike the first person who was not 
called but wanted to get himself 
involved in view of the material com-
fort he anticipated. This man was 
ready to follow our Lord Jesus Christ 
but he was still not free; there was a 
hindrance—his dead father. The dead 
father here stands for a dumb excuse 
not to be involved in the work of 
God. Many people still have a lot of 

“dead fathers” that are stopping them 
from being actively involved in the 
work of God.
The third person in this episode 
agreed to follow too but was also hin-
dered by his family affiliation as he 
told our Lord that he would want to 

go and say goodbye to his family (the 
same request Elisha made). Family 
here stands for various backgrounds 
that deter people from answering the 
call to serve God. Some parents and 
relations believe that the vocation to 
serve God is reserved for individuals 
from poor backgrounds but history 
has proven this to be wrong from 
the examples of most saints we know 
down to contemporary times. God’s 
call has no basis in family back-
ground and history and, like I usually 
would say, one’s background has no 
right to keep the person’s back on the 
ground in terms of rendering service 
to God and humanity.
God’s call is often radical and thus 
requires a radical human response. 
From the story of the call of Elisha we 
discover that God’s call often comes 
when people are actively involved in 
their various occupations, not when 
they are idling away in some hopeless 
things. Moses was keeping his father-
in-law’s flock when he was called 
(Ex.3:1-14), Gideon was called while 
he was beating out wheat in the wine 
press ( Judges 6:11-24), Samuel was 
called while he was actively serving 
under Eli the priest (1 Sam.1:1-14) 
and in the New Testament most of 
the apostles were called from their 
duty posts the same way Elisha was 
called from his duty post. Being 
faithful and committed in ordering 
material things became a ground for 
the call to work for God.
From Elisha we are shown the atti-
tude of radical response to radical 
divine call. Slaughtering the oxen and 
using the plough wood as firewood 
was an indication that he was not 
going to come back to that occupa-
tion. It is like burning the bridge after 

(Continued on next page)
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crossing—an indication that one has decided 
not to pass that way again. This is actually the 
liberation that St. Paul was talking about in the 
second reading. By cutting ourselves away from 
those things that hold and keep us we become 
free and give more time and attention to our 
call. Hence our radical response includes liber-
ation and freedom from those things that keep 
distracting us and make us always to be looking 
back. On the basis of this our Lord Jesus Christ, 
giving an answer to the last person he called in 
the gospel, said: “No one who puts his hand on 
the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom 
of God.” Looking back means distraction and 
loss of focus. We lose focus when we try to go 
back to the old trade, when we place family and 
friends before God’s work.
Radical response is a faith-based attitude. By 
doing so, we—like the psalmist—make God 
our heritage. When God is your heritage you 
shall lack nothing (Psalm 23:1). Making God 
our heritage means he has become our habita-
tion and refuge (Psalm 91:1). God is continu-
ally calling us—both clergy and laity alike. The 
Church’s celebration of the Year of Faith was a 
way of reminding us of our vocation as Chris-
tians to whom the door of faith was opened 
first during our baptism (Apostolic Exhortation 
Porta Fidei, no. 6). This door is expected to be 
incessantly opened by our radical response to 
God’s call.
Apart from our respective vocations, we all have 
been called to holiness and righteous living, as 
well as to eternal life hereafter. This is a call we 
cannot afford not to respond to. As our Lord 
Jesus Christ would say, it will be unprofitable 
for us to gain the whole world but suffer the 
loss of our souls (Mark 8:36).
Do have a blissful Sunday and a blessed week 
ahead.

Embracing Holy Days
By Brother John M. Samaha, simplycatholic.com

Catholics often think of holy days primarily in terms of 
obligation and imposition. No doubt we’re obliged to 
observe them—but shouldn’t we see them first as graced 
times of opportunity to mark a special mystery of our 
faith?
Part of the problem may be that we fail to understand 
their significance. In fact, this seems to be a perennial 
concern among Catholics. As early as the fourth century, 
St. John Chrysostom complained about the celebration of 
holy days in Constantinople, the city where he served as 
patriarch (archbishop).
This Father and Doctor of the ancient Church comment-
ed in a homily: “Many people celebrate the holy days and 
know their names; but of their history, meaning and ori-
gin they know nothing.”
St. John’s comment invites us today to seek a deeper ap-
preciation of the “history, meaning and origin of holy days” 
we observe so that we’ll be better able to celebrate, renew 
and enrich our faith.
A Definition
What exactly is a holy day of obligation? Put simply, a 
holy day is an important feast of Our Lord, Our Lady or 
the saints that Catholics are morally obliged to observe 
by participating in the celebration of the Eucharist and 
abstaining from unnecessary servile work.
These days have been made solemnities, much like a Sun-
day in terms of festivity and observance, because of their 
significance for the Catholic faith. In coming together as 
a community of faith for the celebration of the Eucharist, 
we declare the importance of the feast in the life of the 
Church. For this reason parishes are urged to celebrate 
holy days with all their resources as they do on Sundays.
According to the Code of Canon Law, in addition to at-
tending Mass on holy days, Catholics “are to abstain from 
those works and affairs which hinder the worship to be 
rendered to God, the joy proper to the Lord’s day, or the 
suitable relaxation of mind and body” (Canon 1247).
Variations in Observance
Many Catholics are unaware that not everyone in the uni-
versal Church celebrates the same set of holy days. Cur-
rent canon law calls for 10 of them: “the Nativity of our 



Lord Jesus Christ, the Epiphany, the Ascension, the 
Body and Blood of Christ, Holy Mary the Mother of 
God, her Immaculate Conception, her Assumption, 
St. Joseph, St. Peter and St. Paul the Apostles, and 
All Saints” (Canon 1246).
However, “with the prior approval of the Apostolic 
See . . . the conference of bishops can suppress some 
of the holy days of obligation or transfer them to a 
Sunday” (Canon 1246). Therefore, the particular ar-
ray of days observed varies from country to country.
Catholics in Ireland, for example, observe St. Patrick’s 
Day as a holy day of obligation; Mexican Catholics 
observe Our Lady of Guadalupe. German Catho-
lics observe Easter Monday, Pentecost Monday and 

“Second Christmas” (Dec. 26). Holy day observance 
also varies among the Eastern Catholic Churches.
In the United States, the calendar of holy days has 
varied considerably since colonial times.
Today, six holy days of obligation are observed here 
in the Roman rite: the Immaculate Conception; the 
Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas); Mary, Mother of 
God; the Ascension of Our Lord; the Assumption of 
Mary; and All Saints.
Nevertheless, whenever Jan. 1 (Mary, Mother of 
God), Aug. 15 (Assumption) or Nov. 1 (All Saints) 
falls on a Saturday or Monday, the precept to attend 
Mass is abrogated.
One U.S. diocese has arranged for an exception to 
this calendar. In Hawaii, through an indult from the 
Holy See, only two holy days of obligation outside of 
Sundays are observed: the Immaculate Conception 
and Christmas.
We should note that non-Sunday holy days of ob-
ligation rank as a solemnity. So if one of them falls 
on a Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Sunday celebra-
tion gives way to it. However, the Sundays of Advent, 
Lent and Eastertime take precedence over all solem-
nities, which are then transferred to another day.
Opportunity to Celebrate
Why does the Church go to so much trouble to 
observe these special days? Because the events they 

commemorate are so important to the life of Chris-
tians.
Just as Easter, and indeed every Sunday, calls us to 
celebrate the glorious resurrection of Christ, these 
other festival days invite us to meditate deeply on 
other significant events in the life of Our Lord and 
Our Lady that lie at the heart of our Catholic faith.
In observing these days faithfully, we come to appre-
ciate more fully the meaning of the birth of Christ 
and His ascension into heaven, and the immaculate 
conception of Mary and her assumption into heaven.
Other holy days commemorate additional significant 
truths of the faith.
The solemnity of Mary, Mother of God not only re-
minds us that Our Lady was greatly honored to be 
the mother of Our Lord. It also affirms that Jesus 
Christ is fully God as well as fully man.
Through the feast of All Saints, we have the chance 
to strengthen our communion with our elder broth-
ers and sisters in the faith who are now in heaven and 
praying for us.
Still other holy days celebrate significant historical 
events in the life of the Church in a particular region, 
such as St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland or Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Mexico.
Some Catholics complain that observing holy days 
of obligation falling on weekdays may hinder them 
from other activities, especially their work. That com-
plaint, however, seems hollow in most cases, since 
parishes typically offer holy day Masses outside of 
normal business hours.
Yet even if some sacrifices must be made to fulfill 
this responsibility, we can rest assured that a faithful 
observance of holy days offers rich rewards for our 
growth in holiness. These celebrations need not be-
come burdensome obligations if we learn to regard 
them instead as dynamic opportunities to grow clos-
er to God and to honor Him.
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Donations Received as of June 19 (Week 51)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 12 $140

St. Elizabeth’s 26 $490
St. Mary’s 17 $151
St. Theresa’s 35 $1,337

Total 90 $2,118

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $133,683
Goal $117,692
Ahead/Behind Goal +$15,991

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

MISC. DONATIONS 
Peter’s Pence: $5, Home Mission: $5, Ascension: $5

ST. MARY’S BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center: $42

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

6/25 SATURDAY
4pm Kathryn Dort U

6pm

6/26 SUNDAY

9am

11:30am Anonymous donor



birthdays & anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE 27: Chael White, Brandon Whited | 30: Pablo Carpio 

JULY 1: Micah Beavers 

HFP MEN’S GROUP—LAST CALL: Catholic men need fellowship with one another to grow in faith, to serve 
the Church, and to hold one another accountable on our walk with the Lord. We’d love to start a Men’s Group at 
HFP, meeting either weekly or every other week at St. Theresa’s and propose to start with a book study on Deacon 
Harold Burke-Sivers’ Behold the Man (available at Amazon or Ignatius Press). We’d like to start in early July.

If you’d like to participate, please send an email with your name, contact info, and your preferred meeting days 
and times to rshawver01@gmail.com. 
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