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The gospel of today is actu-
ally an instructional con-
tinuation of the gospel of 

last Sunday. We can recall that last 
Sunday our Lord Jesus Christ gave us 
the parable of the rich fool. We iden-
tified the problem of the rich man as 
that of selfishness which made him 
hoard the blessings he had received 
from God. Now the hoarding is a 
result of the fear of tomorrow; simply 
put, insecurity. Hence, he wanted to 
use the material possession he had to 
secure a future for himself with his 
wealth; an act which the preacher 
called vanity.
In the gospel of today (Luke 12:32-
48) our Lord Jesus Christ assured his 
disciples to stand strong in faith (not 
with material possession) as God will 
be the one to give them eternal secu-
rity. What followed afterwards could 
be said to be the guidelines or the 
secrets for the attainment of eternal 
treasure in heaven. The following are 

the key secrets that we can deduce 
from the gospel:
I) Faith
The second reading (Heb.11:1-2, 
8-17) devoted much time to this 
theological virtue. It is from here 
that we have the classical definition 
of faith as “the assurance of things 
hoped for, and the conviction of 
things not seen.” Faith, which is a 
supernatural gift from God, dispels 
fear from us. So when in the gospel 
our Lord Jesus Christ told his dis-
ciples “Fear not, little flock,” (Luke 
12:32) he was telling them to have 
faith in him because fear is opposite 
of faith.
With the presentation of lots of bib-
lical examples, the second reading 
lets us know that faith involves total 
dependence on God like in the case 
of Abraham and Sarah. When we 
lack faith we relapse into fear and we 
also displease God (Heb. 11:6).
II) Material Detachment & Alms-
Giving.
Material detachment seems to be 
a very challenging exercise among 
many people in our day and age. This 
is mostly because it involves a lot of 
letting go and most people are not 
ready to part with their possessions. 
This was also the challenge that the 
rich man in the gospel of last Sunday 
faced. With regards to this, our Lord 
Jesus Christ instructed his disciples 
to sell their possessions and give 
alms. This may sound unsettling but 

it should be seen as the ponderable 
way through which one can locate 
God. Most people have material pos-
sessions standing in their way to God. 
To sell their possessions here means 
turning them around from being 
stumbling blocks to becoming step-
ping stones for upliftment.
Biblical references abound that 
strongly recommend almsgiving 
as an act that is pleasing to God. 
Sirach (4:31) says “let your hand not 
be opened to receive and clenched 
when it is time to give.” In the book 
of Proverbs (3:28) the word of God 
says “do not say to your friend go and 
come again and tomorrow I will give 
to you when you can give it at the 
present.” In Luke (6:38) our Lord 
Jesus Christ declared “give and there 
shall be gifts for you, a full measure 
pressed down, shaken together and 
running over will be poured into your 
hands.” St. Paul, writing to the Gala-
tians (5:13), said that “By charity we 
serve one another.” The letter to the 
Hebrews (13:16) says “Do not forget 
to do good and share with others for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
III) Eternal Treasures
     In the context of the instructions 
given by our Lord Jesus Christ he 
said “Provide yourselves with purses 
that do not grow old, with a trea-
sure in the heavens that does not fail 
where no thief approaches and no 
moth destroys. For where your trea-
sure is your heart will also be” (Luke 
12:33b-34).
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There are still many people in the 
world who are very proficient in 
gathering material wealth but lack 
the insightful wisdom of transform-
ing their purses into eternal trea-
sures. If we look at the instruction 
of our Lord Jesus Christ very well 
we shall see that material almsgiving 
is at the service of divine purses; we 
sow on earth and we reap in heaven!
(IV) Watchfulness & Readiness.
The life of a Christian should be 
an attitude not just a religion. This 
attitude finds expression in constant 
watchfulness and readiness; in the 
likeness of a soldier. On account of 
this our Lord said “Let your loins 
be girded and your lamp burning, 
and be like men who are waiting 
for their master to come home from 
the marriage feast, so that they may 
open to him at once when he comes 
and knocks” (Luke 12: 35-44).
God did not consult us when he cre-
ated and brought us into existence 
and he will also not consult us when 
he decides to end our time here. 
Watchfulness and readiness are in 
essence important kingdom virtues 
that we need to imbibe. The human 
nature has this habit of over-relax-
ing and assuming that there is still 
time ahead. But the truth is that the 
time is not only limited, it will also 
come unexpectedly.
It was on account of the need to be 
watchful and ready that our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave the parable of 
the ten virgins (Matt.25:1-13). St. 
Paul talked about our being spiritu-
ally awake (Romans 13:11). For St. 
Peter (1 Pet. 5:8) it is an important 

exercise for us to be vigilant in order 
to withstand the lure of the evil one. 
There are many of us who are spir-
itually and morally asleep. Now is 
the time for us to wake up and get 
ourselves spiritually ready because 
the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour nobody would expect!
(V) Active & Positive Involvement
 To be watchful is one thing; to 
be ready is another and also to be 
positively active is yet another fact. 
In the gospel reading of today our 
Lord Jesus Christ painted the pic-
ture of a servant who was awake, 
ready but negatively active as he was 
beating up the other servants; eating 
and drinking and so was punished 
severely for negative involvement.
To be positively involved requires 
firstly a deeper knowledge of God 
and his commandments. Next is a 
deep and affectionate love for God 
and our neighbors (Matt.22:36-
40). To be actively involved we are 
expected to be accountable for the 
opportunities and privileges we 
have received from God. So we 
are expected to be watchful, ready 
and actively doing good in order 
to secure treasures for ourselves in 
heaven. Like in the reflection of last 
Sunday, it will be needful for us to 
continue to reflect on the classical 
question of our Lord Jesus Christ:

“What shall it profit a man to have 
gained the whole world but suffer 
the loss of his soul” (Mark 8:36)?

I wish you a blissful Sunday and a 
wonderful week ahead.
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Health and Holiness Are Not Opposed
By Father Harrison Ayre
There is a lingering, though prominent, tendency in the 
Church to pit the created realm against our eternal des-
tiny. To put it differently, there are some who have a ten-
dency to see eternity with God as the only thing that 
matters, and anything lower than this goal is at best un-
important and at worst impeding it. This mentality, often 
unrecognized and typically based in no ill will, suggests 
God is against his creation, creating a competition be-
tween us and God. By that is meant that whatever, or 
whomever, “wins out” will dominate over the loser. The 
problem with this view is that God, being God, will 
always win and, moreover, dominate. Furthermore, the 
competitive view of God and creation looks at the re-
lationship through the lens of power, which means that 
promoting the eternal to the neglect of the created ulti-
mately overwhelms the latter and removes any sense of 
importance.
A common misconception lies at the root of this false 
competition. While it is obviously true that God and 
our destiny toward him are the most important things 
in our lives, we often make an error in reasoning about 
the lesser goods — namely that we think “because this is 
the highest good, the lower goods are of no importance.”
Just because something is more important, it does not 
entail a neglect of the lower goods, but rather an ori-
enting of them toward the highest good. For example, 
though our eternal destiny is our ultimate goal, part of 
achieving that goal is to look after our neighbors, which 
entails looking after their health, etc. These are all the 
means by which we achieve the eternal goal: through 
lower concrete goods that God has tasked us with.
Not looking at the hierarchy of goods with a properly 
Christian attitude can undermine some basic truths of 
Christian revelation. For example, the competitive view 
described above can undermine our understanding of 
the person of Jesus and the doctrine of the Incarnation. 
When the Word took on flesh in Jesus Christ, humanity 
was not overwhelmed, but rather was it lifted up and 
perfected. Jesus’ Incarnation has a reason and a purpose: 
to lift up all that is created — matter, time, spirit, indeed 
the entire cosmos — and put it all in right relationship 
with God. But this redemption happens in cooperation 
with and within the created order. Putting God and cre-

ation in competition portrays a view of the Incarnation 
that the only meaningful doctrine is the divinity of Je-
sus, that his humanity can be cast aside, at best, and at 
worst it is destroyed and overwhelmed by the presence of 
God. If the eternal is all that matters, then we have to put 
blinders on some key aspects of Jesus’ saving mission—– 
notably his death and resurrection. Yet, it is precisely in 
Jesus’ saving mission that God shows he has no desire to 
circumvent his creation. Rather, through Jesus, God em-
braces his creation, works through it and raises its dignity. 
What God has created good, he does not want to destroy, 
rather, he wants to save it.

The Christian understanding of the human person also 
shows how it is problematic to pit eternity against cre-
ation. So often we can forget that our eternal destiny 
happens by means of and through our created nature. Yes, 
we have an eternal goal, but that goal is achieved in and 
through creation — through time and space. The soul 
is not all that matters, but the body does, too, because, 
ultimately, our goal is more than heaven — it is the res-
urrection of the body. To say that the eternal is really all 
that matters facilitates in us the idea that our health, the 
poverty of our neighbor, or even the common good really 
are not all that important because they will dissolve in 
the eternal presence of God. Rather, though, we see life 
as a training for the resurrection, whereby God wants to 
redeem and redeem all that is good, including the body 
and all of creation. Our eternal goal is important, but it 
is done in and through the body. Our bodies are temples 
of the Holy Spirit and caring for them — in working 
to safeguard the health and wellbeing of ourselves and 
others and looking out for the material needs of those 
less fortunate — is vital practice for our share in the di-
vine life.

And so, our higher goods are not in competition with the 
lower. Rather, it is through the lower goods that we actu-
ally come to achieve the final goal — our eternal destiny. 
God works through created things to draw us to himself, 
this is his primary mode of working. This means health 
and holiness are not opposed. Catholics would do well 
to stop looking at the hierarchy of goods as somehow in 
competition, but rather as the means to submit all things 
to Christ.



“Blessed Be God Forever”
Msgr. Charles E. Pope
Linguistically, the response “Blessed be God for ever” 
used at Mass translates the Latin Benedictus Deus in sae-
cula. Benedictus, in Latin, literally means to speak well or 
favorably about some one or something (bene: well; dictus: 
say or speak). Hence, what we mean by “blessed” and the 
phrase “Blessed be God forever” is that “It is well that 
God should be forever praised.” We are not claiming to 
confer some sort of grace or favor upon God, as is often 
the meaning of the word “blessing” in English.
Theologically though we can distinguish between God’s 
intrinsic glory and his external glory. There is not one 
thing we can add or take from God’s intrinsic glory. He 
is glorious and blessed all by himself and has no need of 
our praise.
However, we can help to spread God’s external glory by 
our praise and acknowledgment of Him before others, as 
well as by reflecting His glory through lives of holiness, 
generosity and conformity to the truth. In this sense we 
can also understand the phrase “Blessed be God forever” 
to mean: “May God’s external glory and blessedness be 
extended and experienced in all places and times. May 
God be blessed (praised) everywhere and unto the age of 
ages.”



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Doug Tabor   
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Jeanne Hash 
Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance

Andrew Satmary
Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee
Marco Warner  
Chris Lambert
Alyssa Stout
Levi Shawver
Virginia Dy
Mary Muncy
Cindy Lambert
Jean St. Clair
Helen Petro

Donations Received as of July 31 (Week 5)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $131

St. Elizabeth’s 20 $390
St. Mary’s 12 $180
St. Theresa’s 56 $861

Total 98 $1,563

Outside Donations
Year to Date Received $13,389
Goal $13,462
Ahead/Behind Goal (-$73)

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

8/6 SATURDAY
4pm James Tully Holland U

6pm Flood victims

8/7 SUNDAY

9am Margaret Satmary U

11:30am Francis Reece Buchanan U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 10: Maria White | 13: Bryan French

ANNIVERSARIES
AUGUST 7: Rod & Theresa Shrewsbury

St. Theresa’s is hosting the fall picnic and Mass on October 23 at the Crab Orchard Museum in Tazewell. | 
More details to come!

Fr. Eric will soon resume Wednesday evening Scripture study, so the Holy Family Men’s Group meetings have 
been moved to Saturdays at 10am at St. Theresa’s. Our next meeting will be on Saturday, August 13 and we will 
cover the first two chapters of Behold the Man. 



Dudley Memorial Mortuary 
Serving the community for over 60 years

729 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, VA 24605
(276) 326-1141 | fax: (276) 326-2736 
dudleymemorial@outlook.com

Appalachian Family Care LLC
18765 Riverside Dr.
Vansant, VA 24656
Tel. (276) 935-2880
Fax (276) 935-2889
Located in Food City
Owner: Frannie Minton

BOWLING LANES
PRO SHOP - SNACK BAR - BILLIARDS

3224 CUMBERLAND ROAD
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

CARL MARIOTTI, JR.                 304-325-7037
LORETTA HAMMOND

DOMINION DRIVEWAY
& PARKING LOT PAVING, INC.

• Paving
• Concrete
• Grading
• Landscaping
• Demolition
• Gravel
• Topsoil
• Patio Paver
• Retaining Walls

2927 Adria Road
North Tazewell, VA 24630

Phone: 276-979-8504
Email: pave4u@roadrunner.com

Amanda Hankins-Shrader – 276-701-5840
Scott Shrader – 276-970-3004

  www.DominionDriveway.com


