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There is power in the word 
of God because God is His 
word ( John 1:1) and God’s 

word is His bond that does not 
change (Malachi 3:6). Today we are 
positioned to reflect on the power 
and severity of the word of God.
The first reading from the prophecy 
of Jeremiah (38:4-6.8-10) is very 
much like a drama. We are told that 
the princes (perhaps the governing 
council), after consulting among 
themselves, approached Zedekiah 
the king and requested that Jeremiah 
be put to death. The accusation was 
that Jeremiah was weakening the 
hands of the soldiers and the people 
by the kind of words he was speaking 
to them. However the real situation 
was that Jeremiah told them about 
the destruction that was coming 
against them on account of their 
rebellion against the word of God 
and that was the simple truth.

Thus says the Lord: “This city shall 
surely be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon’s army, which shall 
take it ( Jer.28:3).”
We can say that the power and sever-
ity of the word of God which Jere-
miah proclaimed was unsettling for 
them. The word of God is not always 
sweet and filled with flowery lan-
guage of prosperity. It is often severe 
and, like a two-edged sword, cuts 
with power. The king’s response to 
the request showed that he either did 
not understand them or he was under 
some influence as he granted them 
permission to kill Jeremiah without 
further inquiry.
The next episode was the execution 
of the plot against Jeremiah which 
involved throwing him into a cistern 
that belonged to the king’s son. The 
cistern had mire; no water, and Jere-
miah was stuck in the mire. However, 
something amazing happened! God 
will never fail those who speak in His 
name. In the book of Psalms (50:15) 
the word of God says “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble and I shall 
deliver you and you will honor me.” 
So it happened that God brought 
forth another person, this time 
Ebed-melech, an Ethiopia Eunuch 
to speak the word of God to the king 
in favor of Jeremiah. For those who 
abide by the word of God, He will 
raise people to speak on their behalf. 
Ebed-melech spoke thus:

My Lord the King, these men have 
done evil in all that they did to Jer-

emiah the prophet by casting him 
into the cistern and he will die there 
of hunger because there is no bread 
in the city ( Jer.28:9).

The simple fact here is that Ebed-mel-
ech did not speak on his own accord. 
It is still the word of God coming 
from His mouth. God can actually 
orchestrate things for those who 
believe in Him in so many amaz-
ing ways. The power in the word of 
God turned the situation around; of 
course the word of God is something 
alive and active (Heb.4:12). The king 
gave a more detailed directive for 
the rescue than he gave for killing: 

“Take three men with you from here 
and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of 
the cistern before he dies.” We can 
sense the urgency in the statement of 
the king as well as his directive for 
three men to effect the rescue (which 
significantly points to the trinity of 
persons in one God); simply put, the 
power of the word of God was work-
ing.

Launching into the gospel read-
ing today (Luke 13:22-30) one gets 
somewhat “scandalized” by the sever-
ity of the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ whom we know also as the 
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Three 
important statements are primary in 
the gospel periscope:
• I came to cast fire upon the earth; 

and would that it were already 
kindled.

• I have a baptism to be baptized 
Fr. Eric Anokye

The Power and Severity of the Word of God

pastor’s notes



PASTOR
Fr. Eric Anokye 
eanokye@richmonddiocese.org 
(276) 385-7312

OFFICE MANAGER/  
BOOKKEEPER 
Lydia St. Peter

OFFICE HOURS
Mon–Fri 9:30am – 2:30pm

Please call the parish office 
to make arrangements for 
the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Annointing of the Sick or Holy 
Matrimony as well as funerals. 
Reconciliation is available from 
30 minutes before a scheduled 
Mass.

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY 
4pm – St. Joseph’s 
6pm – St. Mary’s
SUNDAY 
9am – St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30am – St. Theresa’s
TUESDAY & FRIDAY
10am – St. Theresa’s

Cover image:
Rembrandt Van Rijn, Jeremiah 
Lamenting the Destruction of  
Jerusalem, 1630

with; and how I am constrained 
until it is accomplished.

• Do you think I have come to give 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division…

The Fire: In the Bible we have sev-
eral places where fire signifies the 
presence of God. Moses encoun-
tered God by the burning bush 
(Ex.3:2). God went with the Isra-
elites by the pillar of cloud by day 
and pillar of fire by night (Ex.13:21). 
The real God (of Elijah) is the 
one that answers by fire (I Kings 
18:24). The word of God is like fire 
( Jer.23:29). God is a consuming fire 
(Heb.12:29). On the day of Pente-
cost God the Holy Spirit came in 
form of fire on (Acts 2:3).
There is another sense wherein fire 
signifies God’s judgement. Adam 
and Eve were driven away from 
the garden by the angels carrying 
flaming swords (Gen.3:24). The 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
were destroyed with brimstone and 
fire (Gen.19:24). Our Lord Jesus 
Christ described hell as the place of 
unquenchable fire (Mark 9:43) and 
the rich man who suffered Lazarus 
got the reward of hell fire (Luke 
16:24).
The fire our Lord Jesus spoke about 
has still to do with God’s word 
which will commend those who 
accept it but will condemn those 
who reject it. It will come to justify 
and to judge.
The Baptism: The original under-
standing of baptism sees it as 
immersion; the imagery is in the 

form of being buried and rising up 
again. The most apt presentation of 
this can be seen in the letter of St. 
Paul to the Romans (6:4): “There-
fore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness 
of life.”
When our Lord Jesus Christ was 
talking about the baptism he was 
longing for, he was referring to his 
passion, death and resurrection 
which will set a new platform for 
humanity. His death and resurrec-
tion brought about the expiration 
of the old and the introduction of a 
new phase of life with God.
The Division: The word of God was 
nicely described in the Letter to the 
Hebrews (4:12) as being alive and 
active and sharper than any dou-
ble-edged sword. With this imagery, 
division is ponderable. When Jesus 
said that he did not come to bring 
peace but division we should under-
stand the text within a context, oth-
erwise it will become a pretext.
The mission of the messiah was gen-
erally seen by the Jewish people as 
political. Hence in their estimation 
when the messiah comes he will 
overcome all the political enemies 
of the people and give them respite 
or, if you like, political peace. Our 
Lord made them to understand that 
his message is not going to bring 
that kind of peace but division. This 
division will arise because the power 
and severity of the word of God will 
be acceptable to some people and 

(Continued on next page)
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Curing the Crisis of Real Friendship
By Dr. Christopher Kaczor, Word on Fire

“Why do so many men have no real 
friends?” asked a recent essay in the 
U.K. Times. The essay begins with the 
experience of 34-year-old Max Dick-
ens, who said, “I didn’t realize I was 
lonely. . . . But then in 2019 I wanted 
to propose to my girlfriend and found 
I had nobody I could ask to be my best 
man.” Having looked through vari-
ous coworkers and acquaintances, he 
realized he had no close friends. He 
thought, “How did this happen?” 

Unfortunately, this happens to many 
people. According to Daniel A. Cox, 
American men are suffering a friend-
ship recession: “The percentage of 
men with at least six close friends fell 
by half since 1990, from 55 percent to 
27 percent. The study also found the 
percentage of men without any close 
friends jumped from 3 percent to 15 
percent, a fivefold increase. Single 
men fare the worst. One in five Amer-
ican men who are unmarried and not 
in a romantic relationship report not 
having any close friends.” Although 
women, on average, fare better than 
men in terms of friendship, women 
too can find themselves without the 
quantity and quality of friendships 
that they desire. Friendship is inher-
ently valuable, indeed one of the most 
valuable things in life. For this reason, 
Aristotle said, “No one would choose 
to live a friendless existence, even on 
the condition of having all other good 
things.” 

If we better understand what friend-
ship is, then we might better under-
stand how to build new and better 
friendships. Aristotle provides us 
with some resources for thinking 
about friendship. Indeed, when I was 

a freshman in college, it was Aristo-
tle’s teaching on friendship that first 
awoke in me an interest in philosophy. 

Aristotle thought friendship involved 
mutual good will, shared activity to-
gether, and a shared emotional life. In 
a real friendship, both parties choose 
what is good for the other for their 
sake. Unlike a farmer who feeds the 
pig to get a higher price at market, a 
real friend cares about you for your 
own sake, not to get anything from 
you. Aristotle taught that friends 
spend time together in a shared activ-
ity. That shared activity could be doing 
jiu-jitsu, talking about what’s hap-
pening in the family, working on pro-
ducing a play, or trying to catch fish. 
Real friendship involves a real time 
commitment. In an Atlantic essay, Ju-
lie Beck notes, “One study estimates 
that it takes spending 40 to 60 hours 
together within the first six weeks of 
meeting to turn an acquaintance into 
a casual friend, and about 80 to 100 
hours to become more than that. So 
friendships unsurprisingly tend to 
form in places where people spend a 
lot of their time anyway: work, school, 
church, extracurricular activities.” If 
we want friends, we need to spend 
time in activities cultivating potential 
friends and reinforcing the friendships 
that we have. 

Aristotle also taught that real friends 
share the ups and downs of life, the tri-
umphs and the tragedies, the victories 
and defeats. A true friend knows the 
worst of you but thinks the best of you. 
And this requires courage. Unless you 
are honest with your friend about the 
realities of your life (even those reali-
ties that don’t put you in the best light), 

for others it will be unac-
ceptable. To this end there 
will be a clash of interests 
for the accepting and the 
unaccepting, beginning 
from the family.
From the time of the min-
istry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ on earth through 
the era of the apostles 
and afterwards the good 
news had been a source 
of battle and antagonism 
both among Christians 
themselves and their 
neighbors.
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
made it clear to us 
that heaven and earth 
must pass away but his 
words will not pass away 
(Matt.24:35). The word 
of God must be spoken 
in season and out of 
season, no matter whom 
or what it affects; that is 
the spirit of Jeremiah. For 
those who hear the word 
of God there is need to 
accept it and put it into 
action (Luke 11:28). This 
is because there is reward 
for accepting the word 
of God as it comes with 
power and severity. Jer-
emiah would also add: 

“Please obey the word of 
God which I speak to you. 
So it shall be well with 
you, and your souls shall 
live” ( Jer.38:20).
Do have a happy Sunday 
and a wonderful week 
ahead.



an acquaintance may never develop into a true friend.
One of the most important insights of Aristotle is that 
there are three kinds of friends. Friends of pleasure are 
‘party people’ that you can share laughs with and fun, but 
not much more. These friendships tend to be shallow and 
short lived because what we take pleasure in tends to shift 
over time. Secondly, there are friends of utility, where the 
relationship is based on mutual exchange. I’ll provide the 
car, and you provide the gas money. What you love in 
friendship of utility is not so much the person but what 
the person gives to you. A friendship of utility is some-
thing like a business deal. These friendships also tend not 
to be long lasting because what is useful now (help in 
my physics class) is not useful later (when the semester is 
over). Finally, there is a complete friendship, a friendship 
of virtue. Friends of virtue are enjoyable to be with (like 
friends of pleasure), but this is grounded in something 
deep and lasting (good character), rather than trivial and 
ephemeral (pleasure). Friends of virtue are also useful be-
cause they are eager to help you and reliable when they 
promise to help. But in a friendship of virtue, what you 
love is the person, not just the fun times you have togeth-
er or useful things they do for you.

Christian belief and practice facilitates making, keeping, 
and developing the best kind of friendship. Many people 
don’t have the kinds of friends that they wish they had 
(or that they need) because they devote excessive time to 
acquiring more money, fame, power, and pleasure. Greed 
for these things is the opposite of virtue and thwarts the 
cultivation of deep friendship, if only by squandering 
time that could have been spent cultivating friendship. 
By warning us about the dangers of greed, Christianity 
facilitates friendships.
Finally, Christianity opens the door to friendship with 
anyone by urging us to love everyone, even our enemies. 
St. John Henry Newman said, “We should ever conduct 
ourselves towards our enemy as if he were one day to be 
our friend.” Princeton Professor Robert George suggests, 

“Engage those who do not share your views and be open 
to their questions and challenges. Respect others and 
do not let disagreement destroy friendships or prevent 
them from being formed.” If we respect and even love 
our enemies, we may bring about a profound change. As 
Abraham Lincoln once said, “The best way to destroy an 
enemy is to make him a friend.”
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Donations Received as of August 7 (Week 6)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 20 $740

St. Elizabeth’s 18 $965
St. Mary’s 8 $610
St. Theresa’s 38 $1,485

Total 82 $3,800

Outside Donations $1,447
Year to Date Received $17,189
Goal $16,154
Ahead/Behind Goal + $1,035

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $1,297 
Hampton, VA donor: $150
OTHER DONATIONS: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center (Backpack): $92 
St. Theresa donations to flood victims: $1,020 
St. Mary’s Building Fund: $200 
St. Theresa’s Building Fund: $120

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

8/13 SATURDAY
4pm Pharmacy & Law students

6pm Milagros Obias U & Nicolas Motos U

8/14 SUNDAY

9am St. Francis, Staunton parishioners

11:30am Doug Tabor U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 14: Zella Tester | 16: Debbie Parkhurst | 20: Troy Smith

• St. Theresa’s news: An October picnic planning meeting will be held on Monday, August 22 at 11am. All are 
welcome to attend. For more information please call the office or see Maria Farris or Debbie Parkhurst. 

• Remember when Fr. Eric went for the weekend to Our Lady of Nazareth in Roanoke on June 18/19 for a 
Mission Co-Op appeal? We just received the proceeds of that visit, and OLN donated $8062.37 to Holy 
Family Parish! Thank you so much, people of Our Lady of Nazareth and Msgr. Patrick Golden!

• There will be no Mass for the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Monday, August 
15 due to the funeral Mass being held for Doug Tabor at 11am.  There will also be no daily Mass on Tuesday, 
August 16.

Doug Vance and helper at the pharmacy school orientation 
and ice cream social held August 11.
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