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During my primary school 
days, the end of the promo-
tion term is normally filled 

with so much excitement as well as 
great disappointment, immense joy 
as well as uncontrollable sorrow; this 
is because some will be promoted 
while others will be asked to repeat 
(that means some will pass and 
others will fail). In fact there used 
to be a song that precedes the ple-
nary assembly where the results are 
called which was simply a reminder 
to all that at the end of the day some 
people will be going home happy and 
smiling while others will be going 
home sad and crying!
Reflecting on the readings today 
I tend to see some connections 
between my primary school back in 
the day and the Kingdom of God, the 
elements of which run through the 
three readings of this Sunday. From 
the first reading (66:18-21) we are 
told, among other things, that God 

is coming to gather all nations and 
tongues. This tells us about the uni-
versality of God’s call to His King-
dom in the sense that it is a facility 
that is open to all people irrespective 
of their tongues and languages, just 
like my primary school was an edu-
cational facility that was open to 
every child. However in the verse 
that followed the one above we are 
told that among all the people called 
there will be survivors who will get 
a divine mandate of declaring the 
glory of God among nations (66:19). 
The mention of survivors is an indi-
cation that there will be trials, tests 
and, if you like, examinations which 
will bring about success for some and 
failure for others. Declaring the glory 
of God among nations is all about 
doing the will of God and infecting 
others to do so (Matt 5:9b).
In the second reading, (Heb. 23:5-7. 
11-13) we discover the nature of the 
trial, test or examination above. The 
writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
admonished us not to regard lightly 
the discipline of the Lord or lose 
courage when we are punished by the 
Lord because he does so out of love 
(see Prov.3:12). Discipline and pun-
ishment from God are always posi-
tive and rewarding. Life is not a bed 
of roses; even roses have thorns sur-
rounding them. Sometimes we need 
to go through the wilderness before 
we get into the Promised Land. The 
people of Israel had their desert dis-
cipline for forty years ( Joshua 5:6).

Sometimes those things we say: “I 
reject!” or “God forbid!” may be what 
God has as tokens of love for us and 
which in the long run will lead us to 
where He had planned for us. Have 
you reasoned that our redemption 
was not an easy riddance; our Lord 
Jesus Christ had to come in flesh, 
suffer and die for our liberation and 
salvation.
In the gospel reading we have the 
results of the examination and the 
truths about the results are very 
bitter: “only a few will be saved (sur-
vive)” and “the first shall be last and 
the last first.” These statements are 
indeed very unsettling. If we have to 
make an apt application to ourselves 
here and now it means that not all of 
us will qualify to enter into the king-
dom of God; in fact only a few will 
be saved! In every war there are casu-
alties as well as survivors. Hence the 
question that follows for each and 
every one of us is: “Will I be among 
the few that would be saved?”
If we look at the gospel periscope 
very well we discover that the dis-
cussion began with the question of 
someone whose name was not given 
and who asked: “Lord, will those who 
are saved be few?” From the ques-
tion we see a presumption that was 
prevalent among the Jews then that 
biological ancestry with Abraham 
will serve to gain salvation for them 
when the Messiah comes. However 
some commentators still argue that 
the unnamed person could have been Fr. Eric Anokye
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a Pharisee because they also think 
that salvation will be exclusive to 
them who are more attuned to reli-
gious observances.
From the answer given by our Lord 
Jesus Christ we discover that bio-
logical descent or geographical con-
tiguity with Abraham has nothing 
to do with our salvation. St. Paul’s 
letter to the Romans (4:16) agrees 
to this by telling us that we are 
Abraham’s children by faith.
Our Lord went further to paint the 
picture clearer by saying that some 
will use familiarity as an argument 
to gain entrance: “we ate and drank 
in your presence and you taught 
in our street” (Luke 13:26). The 
ponderable route is to enter by the 
narrow door. The narrow door is 
the door of spiritual discipline and 
most people who will seek to enter 
cannot. Why? Because they would 
not have the convenience of drop-
ping the loads they are carrying. 
Little wonder why our Lord Jesus 
Christ said that it will be easier for 
a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man (that is 
someone who is overburdened with 
material concerns) to enter into the 
Kingdom of God (Mark 10:25).
As we go through the days of this 
week we should be asking ourselves 
this most important personal ques-
tion: Shall I be one of those that will 
be saved? God is not interested in 
the quantity of those saved but on 

the quality of the souls saved. If 
you are still alive then you have the 
opportunity to enter by the narrow 
gate before the door is finally shut. 
The day to start preparing for this 
entrance is today.
Have a Kingdom-conscious and 
blessed week ahead!
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Are sinners’ prayers heard?
By Msgr. Charles Pope, simplycatholic.com
It depends a bit on what is meant by the word “hear.” It 
can never be argued in a literal sense that God cannot 
hear something. For nothing escapes God’s notice, and 
in no sense could He be said to be incapable of hearing 
a prayer.
However, if “hear” means that a prayer would be favor-
ably received by God, that is another matter.
Generally, it would seem that God pays little heed to 
the prayers of unrepentant mortal sinners, though there 
are surely some exceptions. For example, in Scripture we 
read, “No, the hand of the Lord is not too short to save, / 
nor his ear too dull to hear. / Rather, it is your crimes that 
separate you from God, / It is your sins that make him 
hide his face / so that he does not hear you” (Is 59:1-2). 
Or again, “Those who shut their ears to the cry of the 
poor / will themselves call out and not be answered” (Prv 
21:13).
So it would seem that there is a good basis for conclud-
ing that unrepentant mortal sinners are going to have a 
pretty hard time getting their prayers answered as they 
would like.
However, experience teaches that even mortal sinners do 
partake of many of God’s blessings. And this, too, Jesus 
affirms in Scripture: “The [Lord] makes his sun rise on 
the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just 
and the unjust” (Mt 5:45).
How God chooses to bless or withhold blessings from 

the unrighteous is therefore not an all or nothing propo-
sition, but is caught up in the mystery of His providence. 
Perhaps He knows a person will one day repent; perhaps 
He knows that an answered prayer now will help lead to 
repentance later. Perhaps, too, He knows that to with-
hold a blessing is the better course. Thus God remains 
sovereign in applying wisdom to each situation.
That said, we ought to remain sober about the need to 
pray in righteousness. For if God cannot trust us with 
the blessings we already have, why should He trust us 
with further blessings.
The First Letter of John has some advice about pray-
ing with and for those in serious sin: “If anyone sees his 
brother sinning, if the sin is not deadly, he should pray 
to God and he will give him life. This is only for those 
whose sin is not deadly. There is such a thing as dead-
ly sin, about which I do not say that you should pray. 
All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that is not deadly” 
(5:15-17). While the instruction of John here is complex, 
he is saying in effect that, if we are reasonably sure that 
someone is in serious sin, we ought skip over praying 
for lesser things like a new job for them, etc. Rather the 
essential and only really efficacious prayer for them is 
to pray for their repentance. For to be dead in sins is to 
rather powerfully block any other blessings.
So, while God can bless even serious sinners, we ought 
not presuppose that He will do so and make our priority 
to pray for lifesaving repentance.



The risk of accepting Jesus Christ in your life 
By Marion De La Torre, knowingisdoing.com
Entering a Catholic Church for the very first time, Mi-
chael did not know what to expect. There was a visible 
fear across his face because he had been searching for 
direction and meaning in his life having dabbled in 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Atheism, and ultimately 
a non-denominational community of believers. He was 
hoping to find acceptance and refuge from a world he 
had come to realize did not offer the answers of hope 
and love he was searching for.
In every religion he encountered, the emphasis was a 
turning inward toward the self, a self-actualization and 
realization that he somehow will find his own solitude 
and peace by simply addressing his own needs. Though 
the non-denominational community he had associated 
with did offer him an opportunity to develop an initial 
faith in God and ultimately Jesus Christ, in his mind 
there was still something missing because the entire 
premise as he told me was about receiving something 
from Jesus instead of offering something to him. For Mi-
chael, he viewed this process as addressing oneself with 
Christ without any risk. He thought; “there has to be 
some risk when you make a commitment to something.”
The risk of faith
The anatomy of making a personal decision of faith, the 
free exercise to believe in something can be fraught with 
fear, anxiety, frustration, confusion and hopefully, peace. 
This was part of Michael’s journey when he began to 
contemplate Jesus Christ as both man and God which 
fascinated him because of what God decided to do in 
bringing His son into the world to restore our relation-
ship with Him.
As Michael began to genuinely discern the possible re-
ality of making an act of faith to Jesus Christ, his first 
reaction was, “no, I first need to understand the risks of 
committing myself to such a change in my life.” As we 
continued to discuss his journey during our first meeting, 
I asked him what he feared the most about starting an 
active relationship with Jesus Christ, without hesitation 
he replied: “what I would be required to give up or add 
in my life.”
When the holy martyr Blessed Miguel Pro freely chose 

to celebrate the sacraments during the persecution of 
the Catholic Church in Mexico between 1926-1929, he 
knew quite well that if he was caught it was an auto-
matic death sentence. He understood the danger of his 
priestly ministry during this time but he chose to risk his 
life for the sake of Christ and His Church. The book of 
Hebrews provides us with a clear insight on the risk and 
struggles involved in accepting Jesus Christ in your life:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consid-
er him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted 
to the point of shedding your blood. And have you for-
gotten the exhortation which addresses you as sons? — 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor lose courage when you are punished by him. For the 
Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises every 
son whom he receives.[1]

In this passage we encounter an interesting point the au-
thor makes that one’s profession of faith to Jesus Christ 
is not complete until you have resisted sin to the point 
of shedding blood a reference to Christ shedding blood 
at Gethsemane as he freely chose to offer his life for the 
sins of humanity. We are presented with an example of 
how Jesus persevered in faith to the will of God knowing 
that he would be crucified for daring to call himself God.    

The risk of faith in Jesus Christ
The issue of faith, or more appropriately the act of faith 
within a Christological context means the progression 
of a person’s willingness to accept Jesus Christ as the 
greatest example of truth above all else. This was a very 
intimidating proposition for Michael because it meant 
the recognition and acknowledgement of his own sins, 
and the willingness to renounce these sins and embrace 
the redemptive suffering of Christ in his daily living.

(Continued on back page)



Louise Serreno*
Gerry Hankins 
Clarence Moore 
Lexi Cox 
Sarah Wall
Tammy Bennett 
Margaret Wasilewski 
Nic Ulate 
Elizabeth Gregory
Frannie & Rayburn Minton 
Sue Bailey 
Christian Lambert 
Shane Neal  
Tiffany Hladek 
Archbishop John Kwofie 
Carolyn Wade
Stacy Hall 
Pete Belcher 
Rick Hall 
Lucas Boyd 
Ralph Heldreth 
Elizabeth Managan 
Chris Jessie 
Leo Brown
Carolina Ferrare
Junior Aiken
Jeanne Hash 
Lara Marshall
Virginia Shumate
Carol & Jim Shumate
Doug Vance
Andrew Satmary

Frank Mauceri
Lori Hale
Dee Gentile 
Glenn Harrison
Chris Lester  
Donna Petro
Christian Marshall
Tina Rocchetti
Alice Godin
Randy Snyder
Andrew Bird
Bryan Gunter
Linda Meadows
Michael Beavers
Linda Smith
Natalie Dodge 
Roger Empson
Paris Swisher
Dreama Ritter
Christy Martin
Joe Petro
Joseph Magee
Marco Warner  
Chris Lambert
Alyssa Stout
Levi Shawver
Virginia Dy
Mary Muncy
Cindy Lambert
Jean St. Clair
Helen Petro

Donations Received as of August 14 (Week 7)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 10 $150

St. Elizabeth’s 22 $370
St. Mary’s 11 $640
St. Theresa’s 47 $1,278

Total 90 $2,428

Outside Donations $50
Year to Date Received $19,617
Goal $18,846
Ahead/Behind Goal + $771

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
Mineral, VA donor: $50
OTHER DONATIONS: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center (Backpack): $42 
St. Joseph’s Building Fund: $30 
St. Elizabeth (for flood victims): $50 

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

8/20 SATURDAY
4pm Returning students

6pm Members of St. Mary’s

8/21 SUNDAY

9am Members of St. Elizabeth’s

11:30am Doug Tabor U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST 24: Selena Niles 

ANNIVERSARIES
AUGUST 22: Greg & Cindy Deskins 

• Fr Eric will be in Richmond August 22–29.   
Daily Masses are cancelled that week and will resume on Aug. 30. 

• Mission co-op is next weekend, August 27/28.  Fr Dan will be here to celebrate all four Masses while Fr. Eric 
covers Mass at St. Michael’s.  This is not an appeal, but an opportunity to thank them for their generous ongo-
ing support.  Parishioners of St. Michael’s and the Appalachian Twinning Ministry stay in close contact with 
us and coordinate endless efforts to support our community and the Southwest Virginia area.  We are always 
grateful!

• Celebrating the life of Doug Tabor 
If you didn’t get an opportunity to reach out to Betty and her 
family, it’s never too late!  She is staying with her daughter 
Beth.  Their daughters’ addresses are:
Don & Beth Kroteau 
 4485 Woodview Lane  
Prince Frederick, MD  20678
Tom & Anne Pearson  
3933 Pepperidge Ct.  
Woodbridge, VA  22192

• September 18 is St. Elizabeth’s 125th anniversary dinner reception at the Fincastle Country Club.  Bishop 
Knestout, and members of the Diocese will be in attendance.  There will be a photo presentation of St. Eliza-
beth’s renovations.  The artists who restored the murals also plan to attend.   
This dinner is offered by Holy Family Parish at no charge. Please put your name and number of guests on 
the signup sheet by September 4. We need an accurate count for the caterers. 

• Join us at St. Theresa’s for “First Friday Adoration” on September 2 at 10am with Mass to follow.

• Holy Family Parish office will be closed on September 5 for Labor Day.

• Call or email the office to request a special mass for a loved one, living or deceased.
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(The risk of accepting Jesus Christ, , cont.)

Several months later as Michael continued to weigh 
the significance of his decision to accept Jesus Christ 
in his life, he turned to me with tears in his eyes and 
said;” I can no longer live a life apart from Him, my 
desire is to serve Him, Jesus is my Lord and Savior.” 
Michael’s profession of faith reminded me of the 
passage from St. Paul to the Romans where he says:
But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves 
of sin have become obedient from the heart to the 
standard of teaching to which you were commit-
ted, and, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human 
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as 
you once yielded your members to impurity and to 

greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your mem-
bers to righteousness for sanctification.[2]
Michael’s greatest risk was embracing a life he had 
never lived before. His world view has now been re-
placed with a Catholic world view centered on Jesus 
Christ in word and deed. As with Michael’s exam-
ple, our own lives are predicated on taking risks and 
gauging whether these risks are worth our time and 
effort. With respect to the opportunity to accept a 
life with Jesus Christ and the hope of spending an 
eternity with Him in heaven, I believe the risk is well 
worth taking, it was for Michael.
Blessed Miguel Pro, pray for us!


