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The parable of the prodigal 
son is very popular among 
Bible stories. This is largely 

on account of the fact that it has a 
lot of drama from the beginning to 
the end; in fact, the presence of lots 
of parties makes it more appealing. 
Upon a reflective insight we dis-
cover that there are three main active 
characters in the parable. There is no 
guess as to who wants to be rich or 
not; everyone desires it consciously 
or unconsciously. On the other hand, 
nobody wants to be poor. In fact, for 
many people, poverty is a disease 
which should be avoided. In any 
case, the disarming truth is that there 
will always be the rich and the poor 
(Mark 14:7); we can only work on 
closing the gap as much as we can.
The gospel reading today has so 
much drama in it that it could make 
an interesting movie with sights and 
sounds of the rich, the poor, animals, 
a cemetery, angels, Abraham, heaven 
and hell etc. The narrative opens by 

telling us about a rich man who was 
gorgeously dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. However at the man’s gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, who 
was covered with sores and desired 
to feed from the scrap from the rich 
man’s table but had no access. Next, 
dogs came to lick at his wounds.
 Taking an active look in this first part 
of the narrative we discover so many 
things. The rich man’s name was not 
given. Biblically when a name is 
omitted there is always a reason. In 
this context he can represent any one 
of us. Next he was dressed gorgeously 
in purple which is the color of royalty 
and fine linen which indicates high 
taste. Next, his menu was exception-
ally packed every day, which means 
he never lacked food supply. On the 
other hand we are presented with a 
poor man who is fortunately named 
Lazarus (Eliezer) a name which 
means “God will help”; the name 
actually anticipates what will become 
of him at the end of the story. He 
was found at the gate of the rich man 
(that means outside the premises). 
Though there was surplus food in 
the rich man’s house he could not get 
even a scrap of bread from the rich 
man’s table. He was not only poor, he 
was also sick as he was covered with 
sores and that too was not attended 
to by anyone except the dogs who 
were his close associates and would 
occasionally come around to lick the 
sores which could have also infected 
the sores.

In the next section of the narrative, 
death creeps in. We are told that 
Lazarus died and he was carried off 
by angels to the bosom of Abra-
ham in heaven. Next the rich man 
also died and was buried but found 
himself in Hades (hell). There in tor-
ments he looked up and saw Abra-
ham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. 
Then he asked Father Abraham to 
have mercy on him and send Lazarus 
to dip the end of his finger in water 
and cool his tongue in his anguish 
in the flames. Abraham answered 
him and reminded him that during 
their lifetime on earth he received 
good things while Lazarus received 
evil things but now the situation has 
reversed; Lazarus is comforted and 
he is in anguish. Furthermore Abra-
ham made it clear to him that there is 
a big gap (chasm) between him and 
them that prevents movements from 
either side.
Looking at this second section, we 
immediately come in contact with 
the phenomenon of death. That both 
Lazarus and the rich man died is an 
indication that death is a facility that 
is open to everyone both poor and 
rich alike. Lazarus could have died 
out of his poverty stricken condition 
and his deteriorated health condition 
and the rich man could have also died 
on account of any of the high stan-
dard illnesses like high blood pres-
sure, cancer, heart failure and so on. 
The fact is that something must bring 
us to death at some point. From the 
narrative there was no mention of 
burial organized for Lazarus. Maybe 

Fr. Eric Anokye

The “rich” poor man and the “poor” rich Lazarus

pastor’s notes



PASTOR
Fr. Eric Anokye 
eanokye@richmonddiocese.org 
(276) 385-7312

OFFICE MANAGER/  
BOOKKEEPER 
Lydia St. Peter

OFFICE HOURS
Mon–Fri 9:30am – 2:30pm

Please call the parish office 
to make arrangements for 
the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Annointing of the Sick or Holy 
Matrimony as well as funerals. 
Reconciliation is available from 
30 minutes before a scheduled 
Mass.

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY 
4pm – St. Joseph’s 
6pm – St. Mary’s
SUNDAY 
9am – St. Elizabeth’s 
11:30am – St. Theresa’s
TUESDAY & FRIDAY
10am – St. Theresa’s

Cover image:
Domenico Fetti, Laarus and the 
Rich Man, 1620–28

when he was found dead, his body 
was shoveled and thrown into a 
forest or a valley. But his soul was 
not thrown away as he was peace-
fully carried by angels to the bosom 
of Abraham in heaven. The word of 
God assures us that the souls of the 
righteous are in the hands of God 
and no torment shall touch them 
(Wisdom 3:1-6). Another striking 
fact here is the inclusion of Abra-
ham in the narrative. The person of 
Abraham is significant in the whole 
of the Bible as he is seen as the 
father of all and a man of unwav-
ering faith in God (Heb.11:17-19). 
Furthermore when he was on earth 
Lazarus had nobody by his side but 
now he is blessed with the enviable 
company of Abraham.
Still on the second section of the 
narrative, the rich man also died 
and was buried. He must have 
been given a lavishly stunning state 
burial with all the high and mighty 
in attendance. However behind the 
scene he was found in Hades (hell) 
and in great torment. While receiv-
ing eternal burning the rich man 
looked up and from a far distance 
he saw Abraham and Lazarus in his 
bosom. We can in spite of all admire 
this rich man for being circumspec-
tive and articulate. We can see that 
he could recognize Abraham and 
Lazarus from a far distance and 
could even hold an active conversa-
tion with them in his anguish. He 
requested a drop of water from the 
tip of the finger of Lazarus which 
he could not receive because of the 
gap between the two parties.
We can actually dwell more on the 
gap (chasm) between the rich man 
in hades and Lazarus and Abraham 

in heaven. The gap was actually the 
same gap that the rich man created 
between him and Lazarus while they 
were still on earth. On earth Lazarus 
could not gain entrance into the 
rich man’s house. From outside the 
gate he could see people eating and 
making merry but nobody offered 
him even a scrap of bread; though 
we never heard that he begged. Now 
in the hereafter the situation turned 
around. The rich man is now the one 
outside the region of happiness and 
very much unlike Lazarus he was 
found begging.
In the last section of the narrative 
the rich man asked Abraham to 
send Lazarus to his five brothers to 
warn them about the place of tor-
ment but Abraham told him that 
they have Moses and the proph-
ets but he insisted that someone 
coming from the dead may make 
them to have a change of heart, but 
Abraham authoritatively told him 
that if they do not listen to Moses 
and the prophets, someone coming 
from the dead would not make a 
difference.
In this section we see the rich man 
going evangelical. When his plea 
for a drop of water could not be met 
he started making a plea for his five 
brothers who are still living in the 
world. Insightfully we can still see 
some trends of rich-man-attitude 
of giving orders still existing in the 
man. He still believed that he could 
still give orders even in that place of 
anguish. He had asked Lazarus to 
bring water to him. The implication 
would be that Lazarus would have 
to leave heaven to hell to experience 
some of the burnings; he could have

(Continued next page)
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wished that Lazarus should exchange places with 
him. Next he asked that Lazarus should go back on 
earth as a messenger to his family.
Many commentators and biblical scholars have 
taken so much time trying to analyze what the 
sin of the rich man could have been. He was not 
a thief, he did not kill, and we didn’t hear that he 
was immoral. But upon deep reflection one can see 
that the man’s problem was himself—if you like, his 
excessive love for himself—that made him not to 
see the need of others. For instance, the narrative 
began by telling us about his wealth, wardrobe and 
diet. It was all about him and what will be of benefit 
to him and we can conveniently say that he was 
challenged by self-love leading him to negligence 
and omission.  Hence the rich man was punished 
at the end of his earthly life because he was unable 
to show love and care to Lazarus. His sin was not 
what he did but what he failed to do.  
 At the end of the narrative we discover that there 
was a reversal. The rich man became eternally poor 
while the poor Lazarus became eternally rich. Very 
often we are so comfortable with ourselves and what 
we have that we don’t care about what becomes of 
other people around us. That is actually why the 
oracle of Amos (6:1a;4-7) today announced woe on 

those who are at ease in Zion and giving themselves 
exceptional treat while things go wrong for others 
(the ruin of Joseph).
From the gospel today we come to understand that 
riches  come with grave responsibilities. Indeed 
God made it possible for some people to be rich so 
that they can assist those who are less privileged by 
becoming the hand of God at the service of such 
people. God does not care about how much you 
own but how much you care. It is based on this that 
our Lord Jesus Christ advised that our entrance 
into heaven would depend on our attitude to people 
we meet because such people like Lazarus represent 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 25:40).
 It all depends on our choices. Whatever choices 
you make today will determine the outcome of your 
tomorrow. We can, like the rich man, choose to 
take absolute care of ourselves by eating the best 
meals and wearing the most expensive clothes and 
overlook the need of people around us; but we can 
be sure that, like the rich man, we shall be giving 
an account of that too. Life should never be deter-
mined by how much we have but how much we are 
able to give.

Have a blissful Sunday and a blessed week ahead!



Good Reads For Growth in Holiness
By Michael R. Heinlein, thecatholicthing.com 
The vast panoply of spiritual writings from the saints and 
other holy persons can be overwhelming and intimidat-
ing. There are just so many priceless works! That makes it 
hard to direct someone to a text without knowing more 
specifics. Additionally, I can only address or recommend 
those I’ve read or have some familiarity with. All that 
being said, I would recommend the following three spiri-
tual classics without hesitation:

“Introduction to the Devout Life”: St. Francis de Sales 
addresses Christians living in any state of life who want to 
grow in a personal relationship with Christ. He reminds 
readers that God made all of us with intentionality, and 
our goal should be to fulfill that. As he wrote, “Be who 
you are and be that well.” The book is composed in five 
parts, each relating to a particular stage on a person’s 
Christian journey, the third of which — on the practice 
of virtue — is most helpful in anyone’s life.

“Story of a Soul”: The autobiography of St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux chronicles the saint’s short life that, not unlike 
many, was filled with much suffering. In the book, the 
saint posits her “Little Way” — a spiritual path to serve 
God in one’s littleness and simplicity. The “Little Way” 
doesn’t require us to do great things or offer great sacri-
fices, but to be faithful in all the ordinary and daily cir-
cumstances of life — embracing it all as a gift from God. 

St. Thérèse sums up her spiritual plan well: “I know well 
that it is not my great desires that please God in my little 
soul, what He likes to see is the way I love my littleness 
and my poverty; it is my blind hope in His mercy, this is 
my only treasure…. The weaker one is, without desires or 
virtues the more ready one is for the operations of this 
consuming and transforming love…. God rejoices more 
in what He can do in a soul humbly resigned to its pov-
erty than in the creation of millions of suns and the vast 
stretch of the heavens.”

“Confessions”: St. Augustine’s Confessions is a partial 
autobiography chronicling his own conversion and the 
regrets associated with his formerly sinful life. The last 
portions of the book are a commentary on a variety of 
theological and philosophical ideas. Especially moving in 
the text are St. Augustine’s reflections on the Faith and 
his own memories of his relationship with his mother 
who, in fact, brought him to the Faith. Confessions is one 
of the most profound conversion stories in history, one to 
help all Christian grown in their own relationship with 
God. In this work we find the famous line that sums up 
St. Augustine’s primary discovery in his spiritual journey, 
and perhaps experienced in many of ours: “For Thou hast 
made us for Thyself and our hearts are restless till they 
rest in Thee.”
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Donations Received as of September 18 (Week 12)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE OFFERINGS

St. Joseph’s 

St. Elizabeth’s 110 $1,376
St. Mary’s $400
St. Theresa’s $317

Total 110 $2,082

Outside Donations $1,605
Year to Date Received $31,161
Goal $29,615
Ahead/Behind Goal + $1,546

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Tonya Hylton, Frannie Minton, Ralph Shawver, Barbara 
Jones, Donna Lambert, Maria Farris, Debbie Parkhurst

FINANCE COUNCIL:
Kathy & Bob Buchanan, Randy Bolling, Doug Vance, 
Anne Danko, Jim Talbert, Jackie Shawver, Lydia St. 
Peter

OUTSIDE DONATIONS—THANK YOU! 
St. Francis, Staunton, VA: $973 
St. Michael, Glen Allen, VA: $632
OTHER DONATIONS: 
Clinch Valley Medical Center for St. Mary’s Backpack 
program: $84

We just received our first rebate check from the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal for the amount of $4,180! Thank you 
for your generosity!

mass intentions please pray for

council members

stewardship of treasure

Date Intention

9/24 SATURDAY
4pm St. Francis, Staunton parishioners

6pm St. Michael, Glen Allen parishioners

9/25 SUNDAY

9am Linda Meadows U

11:30am Les Honaker U



birthdays & Anniversaries: 

parish news & events

BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER 19: Jeffrey Parkhurst | 20: Janet McDonagh | 25: Bella Tester | 26: Carolina Ferrare 

29: Derek White | 30: Carolyn Wade

ANNIVERSARIES
27: Brandon & Julian Whited

THANK YOU to Bishop Knestout and the 110 members of Holy Family Parish who attended the wonderful 
125th anniversary celebration at St. Elizabeth’s last weekend! What a joyous occasion and celebration!

WOMEN OF HOLY FAMILY PARISH, you’re cordially invited to join the women of St. Michael in Glen Allen in 
an upcoming Bible Study program via Zoom:

Walking with Purpose — Fall 2022 Sessions: Walking with Purpose is a unique way for women to gather and 
study sacred scriptures through the heart of our Catholic Faith.  New to Walking with Purpose? Our flagship 22-
week study, Opening Your Heart, is an incredibly effective guide to deep, lasting transformation of the heart. We 
encourage all participants new to Walking with Purpose to begin here, regardless of previous experience with Bible 
Study. 

Have you participated in Walking with Purpose before? Our new 17-week study, Grounded in Hope, will help you 
experience a growth in grit and grace to help you run your race.

For more information and to sign up, visit: https://saint-mikes.org/walkingwithpurpose
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